Presentation:
-Why does the general public not understand?  Set out to identify Americans who understand climate change but in a different way, try to understand what they are doing about it (behaviors…)
-Six distinct groupings of Americans in relation to climate change: alarmed, concerned, cautious, disengaged, doubtful, dismissive
	- alarmed and dismissive groups are about equal in size despite being polar opposites
-75% of Americans not very engaged in this issue and where people tend to fall in the “six Americas” grouping tends to follow political ideology. So this issue is not seen through a scientific lens which impacts how we go out teaching people about climate change.  
- demographics does not cause people to fall in one grouping or another.  Each grouping seems to be well mixed, except the disengaged group (tend to be non white, less educated…) 
	- data shows that the disengaged group is not as well informed about the issues 
-all six groups have uniformity in terms of energy usage and carbon footprints which is an interesting result
- means people do not have to share your belief to come to some of the same conclusions in terms of conservation and energy usage
- injunctive beliefs: government should be doing more
-policy support: poll people and gauge public policy responses
- 4 key beliefs that tell you if someone will have policy support of injunctive beliefs: Global warming is real, anthropogenic, bad for people, and it’s solvable… if they believe in these four then they hold the injunctive norm
- a person needs to believe in all 4 to have injunctive beliefs
- People who are dismissive tend to think that climate change is something far off which differs from the data that climate science is releasing
- need strong sense of collected efficacy (we have what it takes to solve this problem) 
	- Through research it is seen that in each of the 6 groups there is a lack of self efficacy which is alarming because we know we need this to solve a problem
- what do the 6 groups most want to know: alarmed (what can I do) middle groups (how will this harm?) dismissive (how do you know this is happening?)
- Activation goals: needs to be different for each group because some groups are ready to take action while some groups are avoiding action
	- those who are dismissive need to see it to believe it and need to make the issue local need to ensure don’t rile up the dismissive group so that we can engage the middle groups (cautious, doubtful…)
If you can only get one idea across the most important is help them to understand that the experts have come to consensus on climate change that it’s real and human caused
-Zoo and park visitor audience: lot more alarmed and concerned than the American public
· Based on surveys 88% believe climate change is happening 75% believe it’s anthropogenic but 49% believe they can’t do anything about it showing a very pessimistic view which is one of the biggest barriers to climate change education
· What are the barriers they are facing: 92% think they face a major barrier, and that they don’t know what action would be effective, cost too much, don’t know if it will make a difference
· Need to start explaining how their actions would be effective, what the cost would be, and then the efficacy to overcome these barriers. Overcoming the barriers will better activate people
· The visitors to the zoos and aquariums have positive connections with animals and found that those that have those strong connections are more willing to do more about climate change.  When they are more emotionally engaged they are more willing to take on activist behavior but as that emotional engagement decreases that gap between consumer and behavioral support gets larger


Discussion:
· Any movement in the dismissive group?
· Tendency is for people not to change beliefs once they have thought it through 
· What is the geographic distribution and is it changing in response to the current drought in west Texas?
· Significant portion of American are noticing the extreme weather and more than half are seeing the ties to the changing global climate. 33% have personally been harmed in the past 12 months by significant weather events
· How do we get the collective action
· Saving money and saving energy are the most important to all 6 groups…after this the groups begin to differ so need to tailor to each group 
Resources:
